Who wrote the Book of Hebrews? 


Introduction: 


From ...https://www.biblegateway.com/ we have the following quote 


Who Wrote the Book of Hebrews? 


The book of Hebrews doesn t specify its author, but whoever penned it had a thorough 
knowledge of the Old Testament and was eloquent in his use of Greek. Some in the early 
church ascribed the book to Paul, but most scholars today believe the writing style of 
Hebrews is so different from Paul’s other letters that this is unlikely. The early church 
father Tertullian attributed the book to Barnabas, Paul’s companion in missionary 
work, but further historical evidence is lacking. Martin Luther suggested that Apollos 
may have been the author, probably because in the book of Acts he is described as “a 
learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures” who was eloquent in public 
debate (Acts 18:24, 28). Other proposed candidates have included Luke, Silas, and 
Priscilla. Given the lack of compelling historical evidence for any of these individuals, 
we can agree with the church father Origen who wrote, “Who it was that really wrote 
the Epistle, God only knows.” 1 


Given that Origen was the original ‘loose canon’ [pun] we may say that at least one of the 
candidates listed above is the Author. 


Fact Sheet: 


The connection between Paul, Barnabus and Silas is well-known. Silas came from JERUSALEM — 
he knew the Elders and Apostles including Peter, see below: 


From ...https://www.gotquestions.org/ 


Paul and Silas ministered together on the second missionary journey (Acts 15—18). Paul 
and Silas are first mentioned together after the Jerusalem Council in Acts 15, as both 
men were part of the group that took the council’s decision back to Syrian Antioch 
(verse 22). Silas is called a “prophet” who “said much to encourage and strengthen the 
believers” in Antioch (verse 32). 


After Paul and Barnabas parted ways, Paul chose Silas as a travelling companion, and 
they went to Syria and Cilicia, ministering to the churches (Acts 15:41). After that, Paul 
and Silas travelled to Derbe and Lystra, where they picked up another companion, 
Timothy (Acts 16:1-3). Following a journey through Asia Minor, the Spirit led Paul and 
Silas into Macedonia (verses 6-10). During the missionaries’ time in Philippi, people 
were saved and a church was established, but Satan opposed their work. Paul and Silas 
were arrested, beaten, and put in prison for their preaching (Acts 16:16—24). While in 
prison, Paul and Silas sat with their feet in stocks singing hymns. At midnight, an 
earthquake broke open the prison doors, setting the prisoners free. The jailer feared 
that his superiors would blame him for the jail break, and he prepared to run himself 
through with his sword rather than face the punishment. Paul and Silas convinced him 
not to harm himself, they preached the gospel to him, and he was saved, along with his 


entire household that night (Acts 16:25-34). It seems from verse 37 that Silas, like Paul, 
was a Roman citizen. 


Paul and Silas then went to Thessalonica together and preached to a synagogue of the 
Jews. Some of the Jews were convinced of the truth and were saved. Many Greeks and 
“leading women” also believed (Acts 17:1—4). Again, Paul and Silas were opposed by 
Satan, and the unbelieving Jews attacked the house of Jason, one of the new believers, 
accusing him of harbouring “men who have turned the world upside down” (Acts 17:5— 
8). Paul and Silas moved on to Berea. There they encountered another group of Jews 
who were “more noble” than those in Thessalonica. The Bereans listened to Paul and 
Silas, and many of them believed after examining the Scriptures to ensure the truth of 
what Paul and Silas were saying (Acts 17:11-12). 


The last mention of Silas in Acts is in 18:5, as he and Paul are in Corinth. Paul stayed 
with the Corinthians for a year and six months (Acts 18:11) and then left for Antioch, 
apparently alone. 


Silas had an italinised version of his name which was Silvanus. See Strong’s Concordance under 
the heading SILVANUS and find a see also reference to SILAS. From the above we have a 
speculation that Silas was a Roman citizen. 


When it comes to Silvanus, we have references to him as a co-author of the following letters I Thes, 
II Thes along with Paul and Timothy. He is referred to in II Cor 1:18-19 “Now God is faithful, for 
our word toward is not “Yes” and “No,” for the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who is being heralded 
among you through us — through me and Silvanus and Timothy — became not “Yes” and “No,” but 
in Him has become “Yes.” CLNT. We note that all these references accord with Silas’ travels 
recorded in Acts — see above. We also note that after the split between Barnabus and Paul he, 
Barnabus, features less so than Silas as a companion of Paul. 


Moffatt in his Introduction to his translation (Harper & Rowe) on p. xxvii says “Another homily by 
a Christian teacher has survived, under the title “Hebrews.” Who wrote it, when it was written, and 
for whom it was intended, no one knows....He writes to warn them against apostasy from 
Christianity under stress of suffering, and his homily is not only literary and even artistic in form , 
but characterised by a profound, mystical philosophy of religion. ....the person and work of Christ 
are discussed in a unique vein of theological speculation, nearer that of the Fourth Gospel than 
anything else;...reveals an intimate acquaintance with the spirit and methods of the Alexandrian 
Jewish theology. Though not Paul, he may have been in touch with the Pauline circle.” 


So here we have the core of our argument that assigns Silas as the author of the Book of Hebrews. 


Silas, as Silvanus, has the record as having taking down and presented Peter’s instructions and 
teaching in I Pet 5:12. “To Him be glory and might for the eons of the eons. Amen! Through 
Silvanus, a faithful brother, as I am reckoning, I write briefly to you, entreating and deposing that 
this is the true grace of God, in which you are to stand.” CLNT. Already above we have seen that 
Silas (as Silas) was sent to sort out a dispute that arose in Antioch. According to Moffatt’s leaning, 
can we not characterise Hebrews as a Day of Atonement sermon that is strongly correcting the non- 
Gospel of John theology and specifically the fake Day of Atonement sermon called The First 
Epistle of (non-)John. Who better to crush budding apostasy than Silas?! 


A Greek Jew, hence Alexandria, from HQ in Jerusalem at the start, with Pauline associations writing 
to the Jerusalem church and confirming that Timothy who at Paul’s latter urgings came to Rome to 


see him (before he died) and was probably imprisoned for his efforts. Timothy, whom, at the least, 
he well-knew (see above) and would naturally have been concerned for was often writing with Paul 
and Silvanus (Silas). 


In his post-script to Hebrews he says “Know that our brother Timothy has been released, with 
whom, if he should be coming more quickly, I shall be seeing you. Greet all your leaders, and all 
the saints. Those from Italy are greeting you.” CLNT. Here we have a person who knew all the 
leaders from many years past. He was proposing to return to Jerusalem Church and if possible with 
Timothy. He clearly was, as a Roman citizen (see above), well-placed to pastor the Church in 
Italy/Rome. 


Discussion: 


The value we get from the Book of Hebrews has been to some extent negated by the uncertainty of 
its authorship. One wonders why Origen — the rascal — is quoted. Is there some anti-Scriptural bias 
in all this “no one knows” but “he is obviously well-acquainted with Paul” speak? 


Do some people speak smooth words in order to deceive? 


This Author believes that it is an easy match to make to put a long-term companion of Paul, one of 
such eminent character, down as the author of the Book of Hebrews and if this is so how much 
more reverence and fear should we have of our Creator? 


Conclusion: 


I propose that Silas/Silvanus — a man of the faith once delivered — was the Author of Hebrews and 
that the Book of Hebrews was an address to the headquarters church not to be ensnared by, possibly, 
Cerinthian doctrine and this man at the time he wrote it was Pastor of a Church or a Superintendent 
of a number of churches in Italy and based in Rome, or near to sources who could confirm 
Timothy’s release. 


